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it. It has no political label, no political flag, no posi-
tive ideology and no unified political leadership be-
hind it.
There is, therefore, something missing in the Indian
political equation which has still to be solved. It is
quite certain that those who are on the political scene
at present, are not able to mould the new force in
any one particular direction. Leadership in India, great
as it was in the days of our struggle against the British,
has exhausted itself in that struggle. As with Churchill
at the end of the war, Gandhi has played his part, and
with all the reverence that one still owes him, it appears
as if the people have gone beyond him, beyond his
ideology, beyond his nonviolence. New factors have
come into play on the Indian scene of which Gandhi's
ideology did not take account. Consequently his ideol-
ogy and his insistence on truth and nonviolence no
longer solve the problems that face the country. Gandhi,
however, has never budged from those principles. In
the days of the worst "communal" rioting in India, after
Calcutta had witnessed "the greatest massacre in his-
tory," after the stabbing of Indians by Indians in the
streets of Bombay, Ahmedabad and elsewhere, Gandhi
spoke of "hanging our heads in sorrow." In his charac-
teristic manner, so like a man who did not belong to
this world, he naively said at a prayer meeting in New
Delhi, "Everything seems to be going wrong in this
land."
He added that if they would only listen to him, all
would be well with India. If all the people "purified
themselves as Indians" they would have succeeded in
learning the true lesson of the charkha (the spinning
wheel). Maybe that was the ultimate answer, but it
was difficult to expect the average Indian, newly lib-